Demystifying
Biblical Justice

Hebrew Versus Western Views of

Justice

e Part of the challenge of learning about biblical justice is that our Western-ish views of justice

are so different from Hebraic views from the time the Old Testament was originally written in.

e When an American Christian hears about justice, the images that we think of probably things

like police officers, punishment, and courtrooms.

e Unfortunately, that can make us reject doing justice now because we think of it through our

Western-ish lenses.

e |n the views of the Western world:

o

@)
@)
@)

Justice is primarily focused on how things should be done—laws, rules, and what
should happen when laws are broken.

Justice has to be enforced by institutions like the police force, courts systems, and
prisons.

Doing justice is the responsibility of only a few people, like police officers and lawyers.
Doing justice” meant not only “not doing wrong,”

For many of us, justice is something that is static, idealistic, and codified.'

e |n the views of the Hebrew world:

o

Justice is focused on what life should be like."
= Justice in the Hebrew world was concerned not just with laws, but with
enhancing all human life,
» The Hebrew word that sums up “what life should be like” is shalom.
= Shalom comes from a root word that means “to be complete” or “to be
sound.”
= Shalom is a peace that comes from everything being complete and whole, so
there it can be translated also as security, well-being, or prosperity."
= The purpose of justice in Hebrew society was to restore and sustain shalom.
“Doing justice” meant actively doing right and restoring what is broken."
Justice was done by everyone and was everyone's responsibility.
* People took ownership of the shalom and wholeness of their community; and, if
something was wrong, they worked to right it, even if it wasn't their fault.
Justice was taught not merely enforced."!
The laws are not given line by line in a strict code; they are backed up with teaching
and encouragement."
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o Justice is dynamic, realistic, and creative.*

Western Versus Hebrew

Views of Justice

Justice is static, idealistic, and codified. Justice is dynamic, realistic, and creative.

Justice is focused on how fhings should Justice is focused on what life should be
be done: moking laws and em(orcing like: creoﬁng shalom and enhoncing all
them. human life.

Justice is the responsibility of and done Justice is the responsibility of and done
by a few. by everyone.

Justice belongs in the public, legal parts Justice belongs in all parts of a culture.
of the world.

Justice is enforced—by pu|o|ic agencies Justice is faughf—Jro everyone.
like the police deporfment courts, or
|owyers.

Justice shopes behavior. Justice shopes hearts.

Justice is actively doing right and

Justice is not doing wrong.
I I restoring what is broken.
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